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HMiscellanp. 
Some account of the Life and Adventures of Brother John Gilek, 


an emigrant from Bohemia. 
(Concluded from p. 166.) 


Many being put under arrest at that time, for attempting to 
emigrate, or for other reasons suggested by suspicion, he gained 
a temporary respite, as these cases principally engrossed the at- 
tention of his persecutors. He appropriated this time of rest to 
searching reflections upon himself and his past conduct, and to 
bring all his concerns before the Lord. He immersed himself 
in. these reflections as in a sea, and often he had such a refresh- 
ing feeling of his Lord’s presence, that his heart, in the midst of 
the torture chamber, was filled with celestial joy, and his mouth 
overflowed with songs of praise. His hope, also, of once more 
acquiring his liberty and returning to Gerlachsheim, was more 
and more confirmed : even in his dreams he sometimes had com- 
fortable views of futurity. But these hours of refreshment were 
also followed by others, in which, not his faith, but merely the 
hope just mentioned, received a powerful shock. At one time 
the Jesuit brought him the ill-founded report, that the Elector of 
Saxony (then King of Poland) was about sending all those 
Bohemians back into their country who had migrated into his 
hereditary dominions. This news threw him into such an excess 
of grief, that for three days he wept almost constantly, and could 
not sleep in the night. His grief, however, was afterwards 
assuaged by divine consolations, and his hope once more re- 
vived. 

Another circumstance would have still more affected him, had 
he not been timely undeceived in the matter. He thought a 
great deal of one of his fellow prisoners, whose name was Ostry, 
and was peculiarly attached to him: he also knew that two 
priests came to him almost daily, and for half days together dis- 
puted with him, when he never failed to have an answer read 
tor them. Perhaps they once imagined they had gained him 
over; perhaps they boasted of their success without a cause, or 
for a particular purpose ; suffice it to say, that one of these priests 
told Gilek, that his friend was going to turn Catholic again, and 
that he should imitate his example; for as Ostry, with all his 
understanding and wit, could no longer withstand them, how 


would he as a simpleton, be able to maintain his ground. This 
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declaration considerably damped his courage, for he believed his 
friend to be stronger than himself. He wept and prayed during one 
half of the night; but then he was again revived by fresh conso- 
lations, and strengthened in his resolution to persevere unto the 
end. Shortly after, Ostry was set at liberty. He then came to 
his friend’s window, and took leave of him in these words: ‘ My 
brother, | commend you tothe Lord Jesus Christ!’ Ostry’s en- 
largement was occasioned by the following circumstance : the 
clergy were not able to convince nor persuade him; but he 
had so completely discomfited them, that they gave over all hopes 
of gaining their point, and therefore sent him back to his sove- 
reign. Gilek they would wait out, as they supposed he would 
yet alter his mind in prison; but the longer he stayed there the 
less troublesome did it appear to him. The Jesuit renewed his 
visits only occasionally, to inquire whether he intended soon to 
recant, lest he should be lost. ‘To such, and similar questions, 
he coolly replied, that he had no distant idea of recanting ; for he 
never doubted the purity of his faith, and would sooner have his 
hands and feet, yea, his head, cut off, than to resolve upon chang- 
ing his faith. ‘* What! said the Jesuit; “ why we have the 
apostolic faith, and I can enumerate to you, from Peter down in 
a direct line, all the names of his successors in the papal chair.” 
Gilck replied, “ Well, if your faith be apostolic, why do you not, 
in order to convert aliens to the same, act precisely in the man- 
ner the apostles did? You do not read of them, that they com- 
pelled the people by imprisonments and other violent measures 
to adopt their faith!’ ‘The Jesuit was struck, and went away. 
Gilek having now spent almost seven months in prison, and 
cold winter setting in, his situation became very uncomfortable. 
His bread and water, for nothing more was given him, began to 
congeal, and his shirt had been so much torn by the straw, that 
he was obliged constantly to lie down and cover himself with his 
coat. After some time, this however became very troublesome ; 
still he kept up his spirits, so long as he made no calculations 
upon himself and all upon his Saviour, whose strength is perfect- 
ed in the weak only. Yet when once he uttered an expres- 
sion savoring of self-confidence, he fell under a sore temptation. 
Somebody represented to him that it was truly and utterly im- 
possible to hold out any length of time in this condition : to this 
he replied, with a degree of presumption, that he would sooner 
freeze to death than give up. On that same evening, three 
drunken servants of the priests entered his cell and began a re- 
ligious dispute with him. He knew how to refute them ably 
enough ; but his wonted confidence was gone, and diffidence and 
timidity reigned in his agitated heart. These fellows having left 
him, he reflected on this case, to which hitherto he had been a 
stranger: he wished to commune with Jesus about it, but could 
not; for he felt himself at a great distance from him and left to 








A 


Simian re 











aes 





An account of the Life and Adventures of John Gilek. 195 


himself. Thus commenced a period of total disconsolateness 
with him; and during this time, of no less than three weeks, he 
spent the nights. for the most part, sleepless, amidst tears and 
lamentations. ‘Twice he fasted for three days together, without 
taking either meat or drink ; his eyes became inflamed; his 
strength wasted away ; and the cold penetrated his most inward 
parts. At last the thought arose in his mind, ** The torments of 
hell cannot exceed this; | may as well dispatch myself, But 
immediately something, as it were the voice of a sympathizing 
friend, was heard in his heart—*‘ Do thyself no harm; if the 
Lord Jesus will bear and endure with thee, commit thyself to 
him and wait the issue !”? Now he could once again take breath ; 
he was melted into tears before the Saviour; and was enabled to 
cry to him for grace and forgiveness. He likewise received 
comfort as his portion, and his faith was recruited with strength : 
but the recollection of this event was ever after painful to him. 

After Christmas, he was brought into a spacious arched room, 
which was heated occasionally ; a friend presented him witha 
shirt, and he had to spin for the jailor. In the beginning, he re- 
garded this change as a meltoration of his condition, but he soon 
had reason to wish himself back into his torture cell; for the 
most abandoned criminals, who had been apprehended for mur- 
der and robbery, were confined there. Here too his life became 
actually endangered: a broth was once handed to him, which he 
immediately suspected, and of course did not eat; for merely the 
steam of it occasioned him a violent vomiting. 

From one period to the other, he waited for his emancipation, 
but it did not appear; and he saw no other way of escape but to 
enlist as a soldier. He therefore declared he would faithfully 
serve the emperor, only on this condition, that he would perse- 
vere in his faith unto the end. Upon inspection, he was declared 
to be unfit for the service; and, besides, they dared not enlist 
him, till his sentence had been awarded to him. 

‘Towards fall, of the next year, he was put into another prison, 
where there were mice, frogs, and vermin, in abundance. It was 
pitch dark there, and on that account he was compelled continu- 
ally to sit or lie, on the ground ; when the mice and frogs would 
crawl overhim. For want of exercise, one of his feet grew quite 
lame, so that he could not stand upon it: then all hopes of effect- 
ing his escape forsook him, and he grieved exceedingly about it, 
Literally lying in the dust, and agitated to such a degree that the 
sweat broke out over his whole body ; he prayed to our Lord, 
and concluded in these words—‘“ Thou knowest that I cannot 
help myself.”,"—Hereupon he fell into a sound sleep, and when 
he awoke again he felt quite happy: he could use one foot as 
well as the other, and the serenity of his mind was again restored. 
For both these mercies he praised the Lord with a loud voice. 
Some time after, the Jesuit paid him another visit, and affected 
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to sympathize with him. His daily ration consisted of cue 
“ creutzer”? worth of bread and some water.—The Jesuit likewise 
offered to assist him in his prayers, promising to pray in sucha 
manner, that he should be able to speak the words after him 
without the least hesitation; but Gilek replied—‘ How can we 
pray together, when we are not of one mind? You would pray 
that I should embrace your religion; and 1] would pray for you 
that the true faith might be bestowed upon | you; how then could 
our prayers be answered?” The Jesuit left him with great in- 
dignation, and did not call again for a great while. In the mean 
time Gilek had to appear twice before the Bishop of Chrast, dur- 
ing his stay at Leutomischel: here, too, the object of his being 
summoned was not attained ; still the prisoner was again admit- 
ted into the great room, perhaps because winter had once more 
setin. Here he met with a man who had been confined there 
once before, during the great persecution in the year 1724: he 
informed him, that things at that time had worn a much more ter- 
rible aspect ; that they had whipped and tormented the prison- 
ers most unmercifully ; ; that the room had been crowded with a 0- 
ple, shockingly maimed by such treatment; that they were no 
able to lie along side of each other, but could only kneel, and at 
best, rest a little upon their elbows; that some had been harness- 
ed like horses to the plough, and so on. 

The second year of Gilek’s captivity being elapsed, time be 
gan to lay very heavy, not only upon him, but also upon those 
who kept him confined. The latter now seriously began to think 
of terminating the business, that the expences incurred might not 
run still higher. Accordingly, they again resorted to violence 
and threats. About midnight the oldest judge entered the prison, 
in a high state of intoxication ; his first question was—* Gilek, 
of what faith art thou?” Receiving for answer, “ Evangelical, ‘9 
he gave him such a terrible box on the ear, that he dropped down 
on the floor. Having lain there senseless for some time, the 
judge gave him several strokes into his side with his Spanish 
cane, which brought him to again. He was once more asked 
whether he would turn Catholic ; ; and replying that he could ne- 
ver consent to it, the judge ordered him thirty stripes on the spot. 
The servant was just going to apply them, when he observed, 
that the prisoner would not be able to keep on his-legs: “ Then 
let him lie down !”’ said the tyrant. Kneeling down, in order to 
stretch himself out at full length, Gilek recommended himself to 
the mercy of his Saviour: at that instant the judge said, the ex- 
ecution of the sentence might be postponed till the next day.— 
Quite as much in vain, as at this first interview, did the judge, for 
seven nights together, continue his visits and his threats. 

The council, thereupon, again took the business in hand, kept 
long sessions, and sought to terrify the prisoner by an enunci- 
ation of several, and partly very singular means of compulsion 
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and punishments. It was said they would hang him in a chim- 
ney, and smoke him with straw of peas ; or cut off his ears, and 
brand the gallows and wheel on his forehead, and have him con- 
veyed in this condition to Fort Spielbergh, or else at once com- 
mit him to the flames without further ceremony. Occasionally 
one would rise from his chair and hold his clenched fist in his 
face. Being once obliged to withdraw, the youngest counsellor 
by the name of Bezold, followed him, and whispered to him be- 
hind the door, “ Fear nothing; you have committed no crime ; 
they only mean to terrify yvou!’? The declaration of this man, 
from whom he had received divers favours, tended much to his 
comfort ; and at the next ensuing trial he was enabled to answer 
every question proposed to him with perfect freedom. He de- 
clared he had emigrated from Bohemia merely for conscience’s 
sake; that it was against his conscience to embrace the Ca- 
tholic religion, and that he would adhere to his opinions, happen 
to him what would. Large promises were also made hii, but 
they took as little effect as the threats. 

Shortly after this event, he was called before the commandant 
of the castle, whose character had invariably been described to 
him as that of a very choleric man; he was therefore not a little 
afraid to appear in his presence, and prayed all the way a going 
there, that our Saviour would support him. Having entered the 
room where the commandant and the Jesuit were, the former ask- 
ed him several times—* Are you that Gilek from Lubny ?” and 
upon every question he regarded him with a look of surprise. 
After some time he, in a solemn manner, put this question three 
times to him, in import the same every time, but always with a 
different addition, viz. ‘Jan Gilek, will you persevere in your 
faith unto death, if even you should be condemned to perpetual 
imprisonment, to the gallows, or to the stake?” Every time Gi- 
lek replied ‘ Yes.”? The commandant turned to the Jesuit and 
said, * Further | know not what to do with the prisoner, he is 
right in speaking as he thinks ; some may readily say that they 
will turn Catholics, and after all do it not.”°—With that he order- 
ed the prisoner away, and afterwards sent him a small present 
by way of charity. 

One morning, about Christmas, the jailor came to Gilek with 
the notice, that he should hold himself in readiness, as he would 
be excommunicated that day. Accordingly, about 8 o’clock, he 
was led into the deanery : on the one side were seated the magis- 
trates, on the other the ecclesiastics ; him they placed in the mid- 
dle of the hall; all eyes were rivetted on him. The Jesuit then 
rose and declared, that as this man had slighted every exhorta- 
tion, and obstinately persisted in his heresy ; he on that account 
should now be ubjicly excommunicated from the “only saving” 
Catholic wad should be declared to have forfeited every 
claim to the merits and intercession of the saints, without the pos. 
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sibility of a readmission for ever, and to be consigned over to hell 
and Satan to all eternity.—Here Gilek commended himself, with 
body, soul, and spirit, to his merciful Saviour and only Judge: 
all that were present gazed at him, but his courage remained un- 
daunted andunshaken. The whole transaction, after all, appears 
to have been a mere farce; for after the priests had dismiss- 
ed the assembly, they came to him and exhorted him in kind 
words only to make a confession; they would not betray him, 
if even he had committed murder, and would reinstate him into 
every former favour; but he replied, with a smile, that they 
might leave the sentence as it had been promulgated, since he 
had no reason to dread it. Orders were then given to reconduct 
him back to prison, and all were forbidden to speak with him, 
for that were ‘a sin unto death !”” 

Immediately on the following day, he was again calied before the 
council, in order to hear the imperial sentence read to him, which 
had arrived from Prague. He first had to kiss the imperial seal, 
and then the instrument was opened and read to him. The pur- 
port of it was, that he should live two years in chains and fet- 
ters, do public labour in the city, and for the rest await his final 
sentence. He was then immediately put to cutting open the ice 
in a cistern; but, from extreme debility, could scarcely lift the 
axe. Many people stood still to look at him; some railed at 
him; others laughed him to scorn; still, there were also those 
not wanting who had pity on him: the Jesuit observing the lat- 
ter, ordered him to be put up for half a day. Gilek com- 
plained of this treatment, as being contrary to the sentence ; the 
jailor, however, gave him to understand that, on the whole, the 
Jesuit was not satisfied with the sentence, and that he was gone 
to Prague to procure another: however it very soon became ap- 
parent that his endeavours, as to the main point, proved ineflec- 
tual; so far only he prevailed, that Gilek was chained by the left 
hand to the right foot. 

Thus encumbered, he cleaned the streets, and sometimes the 
court-yards of the citizens, when he had an opportunity of be- 
coming acquainted with many a sympathizing heart. About the 
middle of August, 1735, he was put as a journeyman to a master 
mason, who treated him very contemptuously. One morning, 
while at work as usual, the alarm bells began to sound. The 
master mason looked around, and beheld a thick volume of smoke 
arising from that part of the town where he lived: of course all 
the hands went off. There was something in Gilek’s mind 
which said, “ To-day you will come free !”? But how this should 
be effected he could not conceive. He aided people in remoy- 
ing their effects wherever he was requested to do it. Among 
the rest he came to the house of an old benefactress who lay sick, 
and whose two daughters were engaged in securing her person 
from the fire: he assisted them, and they succeeded in bringing 
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the old mother through the crowd into a place of safety, out- 
side of the city. 

On his return to town, an acquaintance besought him to lead 
his cow out of the city, to three barns which stood close to- 
gether ; he did so, and prayed the Lord fervently to let him 
know what he should further do. He felt as though he should 
lie down behind one of these barns, and provided nobody came 
in quest of him till evening, then think of effecting his escape. 
He now tore the rags which he had tied around his feet, made a 
kind of a rope of them, and with it tied the cow to a tree: then 
he looked for a place where to lie down. Several of those that 
passed by, saw him, and one of them reproached him for not 
assisting at the fire; he answerd, that he was tired of working, 
and was just resting himself a little. When evening came on, 
and it was dark, he started off, and went across the fields towards 
the woods. He soon found that he could not proceed far with 
the chain and the fetters on; he therefore took two stones, 
knocked them off with them, and buried them in the ground. 
Tears of joy and gratitude rolled down his cheeks, at thus 
fecling himself at perfect liberty; and while blessing and 
praising the Lord who had helped him, he continued to travel 
all night. 

By degrees, his progress was much retarded by weakness and 
hunger, and he knew not how or where he should procure any 
nourishment. ‘Towards break of day, he with difficulty reached 
a small tavern in the woods, where he called for beer and 
bread. The landlord and his wife looked at him with astonishment, 
and it was natural for them to suspect a person who came early 
in the morning, without a coat and shoes, with long hair and 
beard. They stood at the door, as if with the intention to 
watch him, and began to question him whence he came and whi- 
ther he was going. Their stern language confounded him ; but 
after having sent a secret aspiration to his Lord and Master, he 
recovered himself, and asked them in turn, as one in full a 
‘* Do you know nothing of the dreadful event that happened yes- 
terday ; should you, indeed, be the only people who have not yet 
been apprised of it ?”? 

Now their attention was diverted from him to another object : 
with eager expectation they asked him what he meant; they 
knew of nothing. He then, while he was enjoying his breakfast, 
related to them the whole story about the great fire at Leutomis- 
chel, and concluded by saying, “I am just come from there, and 
now | am going home again.”? The people then suffered him to 
pass unmolested, and he continued his journey through the forest. 

_ At was two days after that, before he again ventured into a cul- 
tivated country, in order to procure a little bread ; but direct- 
ly afterwards turned off towards the mountains again. By the 

help of two sticks he reached the summit about midnight ; found 
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there a spring, at which he refreshed himself, and fell into a sound 
sleep. After the lapse of some time, he thought some person awak- 
ened him: he jumped up; heard that something was approaching 
towards him out of the thicket, and presently saw two wolves facing 
him. Atthis sight, a death-like horror thrilled through his veins, and 
he trembled over his whole body. Having recovered himself a lit- 
tle, he struck the ground with both his sticks, and began to halloo 
as loud as he could. The wolves seemed to grow more fierce, 
and were ready to attack him; but it was as though they 
had been tied down by their hind legs; they did not approach 
one step nearer to him. In the mean time he stood still, never 
stirring, and prayed to God that he would mercifully pre- 
vent his perishing in so miserable a manner. All of a sudden, 
the wolves turned round and ran off. Encouraged by this 
new proof of the guardian care of Divine Providence over him, 
he crossed the boundary line of Bohemia, and on the sixth day 
after he had set out upon his journey, once more safely arriv- 
ed at Gerlachsheim, where he was received with universal 
joy. ei | 7 

Meanwhile, several Bohemian Princes had complained to the 
Saxon government of the continued emigrations from their coun- 
try ; and the latter, in consequence, interdicted the harbouring of 
fresh emigrants. As those who had arrived after the prohibition 
had been published were in danger of being delivered back again, 
they therefore moved, with their minister, to Berlin, and Rixdorf, 
and the other Bohemians at Gerlachsheim followed them some 
time after. 

The Rev. M. Schulz, while yet at Gerlachsheim, had opened a 
friendly intercourse with the brethren at Herrnhuth, and had also 
established such regulations among his Bohemians, (who for the 
most part were descendants from the ancient church of the Bre- 
thren) as he had found at Herrnhuth. This intercourse, and these 
regulations, were continued at the new settlements, and in pro- 
cess of time, the aforementioned Bohemians, from Gerlachsheim, 
were fully embodied with the renewed church of the Brethren. 
(See Cranz’s Modern History of the Brethren, p. 43, 44, 77, 208.) 

Gilek was of course one of those who were instrumental in 
forming the new settlement, and he was shortly after appoint- 
ed to be an elder at the same. He was faithful in the dis- 
charge of his duties, and his labours were attended by the 
divine blessing. The consequences ensuing from the sufferings 
he had endured, at times occasioned him a great deal of pain, 
particularly towards the close of his life ; and this constant con- 
fessor of the truth; this faithful servant of God; ascribed the 
glory of all that he had suffered and effected, solely to his Lord 
and Master, without desiring to claim the least share of it for 
himself. His conversation was that of an humble, yet joyful 
and grateful Christian. who as a sinner had obtained mercy ; and 
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his last confession was, that he built his hope of eternal life on 
nothing short of the merits of Jesus Christ. In this faith he fell 
asleep in the year 1780, at Berlin, aged 73 years and 5 months. 


— 


On sending Missionaries to the Slaves in the United Siates. 


Though we do not exactly fall in with all the views of our worthy cor- 
respondent, we consider the main object of his communication of such 
immense importance, and many of his suggestions so well calculated 
to excite the public attention, that we feel it a solemn duty to lay it 
before our readers, earnestly requesting their serious attention to the 
means of preventing “ prognosticated revolutions.” 


The materials of Solomon’s temple consisted of a great variety 
—from metal requiring reverberated heat to bring it to fusion, 
down tosuch, metallic substances as fused in boiling water ; from 
the cedar, and other durable timber, down to the hyssop, or the 
lily of the valley. A variety of artists, each in his line, ac- 
complished the structure, and if one had been wanting, defect 
would have appeared. The spiritual temple of the Lord, at 
least on our globe, is erecting In our time, by the Lord Jesus 
Christ and his Spirit, and the materials prepared by the Archi- 
tect are individuals, prepared each to become a temple in mini- 
ature. These materials, when they are all polished and arrang- 
ed according to the nature of each, will, at no great distance of 
time, form one grand whole, firmly put together without the stroke 
of a hammer. But while the materials are in a preparatory 
state, the Architect is condescendingly employing mortal artists, 
to gather in the different materials; and in our days we exult, 
while we behold the Spirit of God filling these artists with wis- 
dom and willingness to assist in the rearing of the grand whole, 
and spreading themselves on the surface of the globe, which the 
Son of God honoured by his visible presence, and purified by 
his precious blood. 

But are not the artists sent abroad into Asia and Africa, to 
north and south, to exert themselves only to find materials for 
the temple which will make a great show; forgetting those ma- 
terials which are abundantly to be found in our hemisphere, and 
which admit of the finest polish to ornament the temple? If we 
take a view of the millions of slaves in our country—has any 
attempt been made, with the free-will-offerings of Christians, to 
find out the means how, and in what manner, missionaries to 
them may succeed ? 

It is known, that several religious persuasions have exerted 
themselves in their sphere, to bring them to Christian knowledge 
and experience, by which it is made evident, that as slaves, they 
may be made happy here, and as such, may march with confi- 
dence in the Lord, and fidelity to their masters, towards Canaan. 


But no general attempt to make it a principal object of mission- 
Von. vil. 2C 
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there a spring, at which he refreshed himsel, and fell into a sound 
sleep. After the lapse of some time, he thought some person awak- 
ened him: he jumped up; heard that something was approaching 
towards him out of the thicket, and presently saw two wolves facing 
him. Atthis sight, a death-like horror thrilled through his veins, and 
he trembled over his whole body. Having recovered himself a lit- 
tle, he struck the ground with both his sticks, and began to halloo 
as loud as he could. The wolves seemed to grow more fierce, 
and were ready to attack him; but it was as though they 
had been tied down by their hind legs; they did not approach 
one step nearer to him. In the mean time he stood still, never 
stirring, and prayed to God that he would mercifully pre- 
vent his perishing in so miserable a manner. All of a sudden, 
the wolves turned round and ran off. Encouraged by this 
new proof of the guardian care of Divine Providence over him, 
he crossed the boundary line of Bohemia, and on the sixth day 
after he had set out upon his journey, once more safely arriv- 
ed at Gerlachsheim, where he was received with universal 
joy. 

Meanwhile, several Bohemian Princes had complained to the 
Saxon government of the continued emigrations from their coun- 
try ; and the latter, in consequence, interdicted the harbouring of 
fresh emigrants. As those who had arrived after the prohibition 
had been published were in danger of being delivered back again, 
they therefore moved, with their minister, to Berlin, and Rixdorf, 
and the other Bohemians at Gerlachsheim followed them some 
time after. 

The Rev. M. Schulz, while yet at Gerlachsheim, had opened a 
friendly intercourse with the brethren at Herrnhuth, and had also 
established such regulations among his Bohemians, (who for the 
most part were descendants from the ancient church of the Bre- 
thren) as he had found at Herrnhuth. This intercourse, and these 
regulations, were continued at the new settlements, and in pro- 
cess of time, the aforementioned Bohemians, from Gerlachsheim, 
were fully embodied with the renewed church of the Brethren. 
(See Cranz’s Modern History of the Brethren, p. 43, 44, 77, 208.) 

Gilek was of course one of those who were instrumental in 
forming the new settlement, and he was shortly after appoint- 
ed to be an elder at the same. He was faithful in the dis- 
charge of his duties, and his labours were attended by the 
divine blessing. The consequences ensuing from the sufferings 
he had endured, at times occasioned him a great deal of pain, 
particularly towards the close of his life ; and this constant con- 
fessor of the truth; this faithful servant of God; ascribed the 
glory of all that he had suflered and effected, solely to his Lord 
and Master, without desiring to claim the least share of it for 
himself. His conversation was that of an humble, yet joyful 
and grateful Christian. who as a sinner had obtained mercy ; and 
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his last confession was, that he built his hope of eternal life on 
nothing short of the merits of Jesus Christ. In this faith he fell 
asleep in the year 1780, at Berlin, aged 73 years and 5 months. 


On sending Missionaries to the Slaves in the United States. 


Though we do not exactly fall in with all the views of our worthy cor- 
respondent, we consider the main object of his communication of such 
immense importance, and many of his suggestions so well calculated 
to excite the public attention, that we feel it a solemn duty to lay it 
before our readers, earnestly requesting their serious attention to the 
means of preventing “ prognosticated revolutions.” 


The materials of Solomon’s temple consisted of a great variety 
—from metal requiring reverberated heat to bring it to fusion, 
down tosuch, metallic substances as fused in boiling water ; from 
the cedar, and other durable timber, down to the hyssop, or the 
lily of the valley. A variety of artists, each in his fine, ac- 
complished the structure, and if one had been wanting, defect 
would have appeared. The spiritual temple of the Lord, at 
least on our globe, is erecting In our time, by the Lord Jesus 
Christ and his Spirit, and the materials prepared by the Archi- 
‘ect are individuals, prepared each to become a temple in mini- 
ature. These materials, when they are all polished and arrang- 
ed according to the nature of each, will, at no great distance of 
time, form one grand whole, firmly put together without the stroke 
of a hammer. But while the materials are in a preparatory 
state, the Architect is condescendingly employing mortal artists, 
to gather in the different materials; and in our days we exult, 
while we behold the Spirit of God filling these artists with wis- 
dom and willingness to assist in the rearing of the grand whole, 
and spreading themselves on the surface of the globe, which the 
Son of God honoured by his visible presence, and purified by 
his precious blood. 

But are not the artists sent abroad into Asia and Africa, to 
north and south, to exert themselves only to find materials for 
the temple which will make a great show; forgetting those ma- 
terials which are abundantly to be found in our hemisphere, and 
which admit of the finest polish to ornament the temple? If we 
take a view of the millions of slaves in our country—has any 
attempt been made, with the free-will-offerings of Christians, to 
find out the means how, and in what manner, missionaries to 
them may succeed ? 

It is known, that several religious persuasions have exerted 
themselves in their sphere, to bring them to Christian knowledge 
and experience, by which it is made evident, that as slaves, they 
may be made happy here, and as such, may march with confi- 
dence in the Lord, and fidelity to their masters, towards Canaan. 


“™ no general attempt to make it a principal object of mission- 
‘OL. Vil. $c 
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ary societies, has yet come to general knowledge. . Is it easter 
to be a missionary among Hindoos, Mussulmen, Caribs, Indians, 
Hottentots and Tartars ?—For there your missionaries have to 
act on free bodies, and only on enslaved souls ; but here, where 
body and soul are both in slavery, it is harder-—no renown is to be 
gathered here—persecution from unchristian masters and others. 
await you—to be called a negro-preacher, is degrading 
course very humble missionaries are required, who will not be 
ashamed to go to their cabins, and prepare their hearts for per- 
seculion. 

If these preliminary ideas should be thought worthy of reflec- 
iion, it will perhaps be salutary if, in all prayer meetings, the 
Lord should be humbly entreated to open a way for the con- 
version of the many slaves in our country. When then the open- 
ing by the Lord appears visible, so that an attempt can be made, 
that idea must be set aside in the first place, that as soon as a 
slave is a Christian he ought to be free; Paul and Peter say no 
such thing ; they have only to be obedient to their masters, they 
are freed men of the Lord. Separate meeting houses for them 
alone ought to be erected, and they would do it themselves in 
humble style—and the Lord did not despise a manger. ‘The 
missionary ought not to preach in a church belonging to mas- 
ters ; they will not unite with a church to which their masters be- 
long, but in uniting with another there will be no difficulty. At- 
tempts to admit them to the communion with white people, have 
not well succeeded ; the whites have an inherent antipathy. The 
missionary ought to be a white man, and have negro assistants ; 
he need not know Greek or Latin, but ought to have polished 
Christian experience and zeal, and unbigotted fervour, combined 
with such humility as to call it honourable to be mocked at, de- 


rided and despised, for seeking for the Lord’s temple, souls of 


whose immortality many pretend to doubt. 

The missionary ought not to calculate on receiving any thing 
but food and raiment,* and this will have to be afforded them, in 
the first attempt, by those whose heart the Lord epeneth. As 
soon, however, as the masters find that their Christian slaves are 
the most faithful and obedient, they will gladly support their 
teacher—self-interest alone will teach them. 

What a field here presents itself to view; from the Susque- 
hannah to Orleans, and west to the Rocky Mountains! What a 
glorious prospect, by means within our reach, of christianizing 
our slaves; and thereby, and thereby only, of securing future 
generations from prognosticated revolutions. 

It is not now necessary to go into detail; the Directors will 

* We confess we see no sufficient reason for this suggestion of our correspondent ; 
when the Lord opens the hearts of his people to provide for the ministers of his word. 
in any situation, we believe that they have a claim upon their fellow Christians for the 
ordinary comforts of life, which can be neither justly nor honourably nate 
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find many rules necessary to be adopted respecting these people, 
and they can receive information from such societies as have 
been most successful in governing similar congregations. 

In the mean time, I shall be rejoiced if | find that Christians 
open their eyes and their hearts, to the immense ficld within 
their reach south of the Susquehannah. 

A Stave Howprr. 
M,C. July, 1820. 


Sutelligence, 


INDIA BEYOND THE GANGES.—AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSION 
To the Corresponding Seeretary. 
Rangoon, Dec. 8, 1819. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

Being about to leave Rangoon, on a visit to the court of Ava, 
we feel it our duty briefly to state to the Board the reasons of 
our procedure. 

From ihe opening of the zayat, last spring, till within a month 
or two ago, our affairs appeared to be in a prosperous state. 
Many daily heard the gospel ; cases of hopeful inquiry frequently 
occurred ; no serious Opposition appeared—and during the little 
interval of quiet, four precious souls, the first-fruits of Burmah, 
eave evidence of having obtained the grace of God; three of 
whom have been baptized. 

Some time, however, before the baptism of the two last, the 
death of the emperor, and the succession of the heir apparent to 
the crown, operated to give a new aspect to the religious affairs 
of this country. ‘The former emperor was known to be, in heart, 
hostile to the priests of Boodh; and he frequently manifested his 
sentiments in such acts of persecution, as kept the religion in a 
tow and declining state. On his death, the hopes of the priests 
and their adherents began to revive ; and every discovery of the 
new emperor's friendly disposition, has tended to restore the re- 
jigious establishment of the country to its former privileges and 
rank. ‘The change effected even in Rangoon, under our own 
eyes, 1s very remarkable. 

Soon after these events began to transpire, and probably in 
consequence of them, our fifth inquirer, a teacher, of learning and 
influence, was accused before the viceroy, of having embraced 
heretical sentiments. The viceroy gave no decisive order, but 

directed further inquiry to be made. Upon this our friend went 
to the principal informant, who is at the head of ecclesiastical 
affairs in Rangoon, made his peace with him, and discontinued 
his visits to the zayat. This circumstance spread an alarm 
among all our acquaintance, and combining with the general 
state of things, and the prevailing expectation, that our attempts 
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would shortly be proscribed, occasioned a compicte falling off at 
the zayat; and, with the exception of the teacher above named, 
who has lately visited us in private, and those who have already 


joined us, we are completely deserted. 


Under these circumstances, it appears tous that there remains 
but one course of proceeding—to go directly into the imperial 
resence, lay our missionary designs before the throne, and so- 
ficit toleration for the Christian religion. By this proceeding, 
we hope to discover the real feelings and sentiments of the em- 
eror. We hope to ascertain, as distinctly as posstble, whether 
be is devoted to Boodhism, or has imbibed, in any degree, the 
opinions of his grandfather, and disguises them, at present, from 
motives of policy merely. If the former be the case, be will pro- 
hibit our missionary work, and we shall be under the necessity of 
leaving his dominions. If the latter be the case, and he be in 
any measure pleased with the Christian system, he will, we hope, 
give us at least such private encouragement, as will enable us to 
prosecute our work, without incurring the charge of rashness and 
enthusiasm. 

In approaching the throne, we desire to have a simple depend- 
ence on the presence and power of our Saviour, and a single eye 
to His glory. We have indeed no other ground of hope; we 
ought to have no other view. We trust, that, if the set time to 
favour Burmah is come, He who is wonderful in counsel, and 
excellent in working, will open a wide and effectual door for the 
promulgation of divine truth. But if the Lord has other purpo- 
ses, it becomes us meekly to acquiesce, and willingly to sacri- 
fice our dearest hopes to the divine will. We rest assured, that 
in either case, the perfections of God will be displayed, and de- 
sire to be thankful, that we are allowed to be in any way instru- 
mental of contributing to that display. 

We commend ourselves and the mission, in the present solemn 
crisis, to the sympathies and prayers of our fathers and brethren, 
and the Christian public, and remain, Rev. and dear Sir, your 
devoted servants in the Lord, A. Jupson, Jun. 

J. Conman. 
Rey. Dr. Staughton. 


‘ 
POLYNESIA.—SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
The isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shail they trust—Is. li. 5. 

For several years past, the Sandwich Islands have presented 
objects of great curiosity to the inquisitive philanthropist. Since 
a Christian mission from this country to these islands has been 
contemplated, and especially since the sailing of the missionaries 
last October, a general interest has been felt with respect to eve- 
ry thing, which relates to the civil polity, and present condi- 
tion of the natives, as the reception of our brethren might be much 
affected by these things. 
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Whenthe Thaddeus sailed, intelligence had not been received of 
the death of the old king Tamaahmaah, though suchan event was 
considered as likely to take place soon. The life and activity 
of this man, his acquisition of property and power, and the order 
and subordination which he had enforced, have for many years 
attracted no small attention in Europe and America, and his name 
irequently appears in English reviews.* Wehave conversed with 
many captains and others, who had been long aud particularly ac- 
quainted with him. ‘They unite in declaring, that he wasa man of 
extraordinary talents ; and that, with superior advantages, he might 
have made a great statesman. He was very fond of pro- 
perty, and of commerce as the means of obtaining it. Towards 
the close of life his avarice became more intense, as is generally 
the case with avaricious men, in all parts of the world. He hoard- 
ed Spanish dollars, and almost every kind of personal property, 
which was notimmediately perishable. He had large stone ware- 
houses filled with dry-goods, axes, hoes, fire-arms and other instru 
ments of defence and offence. He had a fort, with guns mount- 
ed, and sentinels regularly on duty. He owned three brigs, a 
schooner, and several small craft. His control over the persons 
and property of his subjects was absolute. To maintain this con- 
trol, it was a part of his policy to keep them poor and dependant, 
and to exercise his power continually. ‘To his chiefs he granted 
certain privileges. One of them named Krimakoo, was always 
called his prime minister by the English and Americans, and was 
by them nicknamed Billy Put. He is described by all as being an 
able, intelligent, and faithful agent. ‘The principal queen is also 
said to be a shrewd sensible woman, and to have exerted great in- 
fluence. The late king was also high priest, an office which he 
assumed many years ago, to obtain and secure his political au- 
thority. He was very strict in the performance of his sacerdotal 
functions, though it is supposed that the ceremonies of his religion 
were perfectly unintelligible even to the natives, and that he had 
no sort of confidence himself in the system. 

Tamaahmaah was a strong athletic man till near the close of 
life, when he became quite emaciated, and died of a gradual de- 
cay. He was apprehensive of his approaching dissolution, ap- 
pointed his only remaining son to succeed him, established his 
chiefs in their accustomed privileges, associated Billy Pitt and the 
principal queen with the young prince as advisers, and left the 
world without any fear that the succession would be disturbed. 
His subjects made a great lamentation over him, and many of them 
have these words tattooed, that is, pricked into the skin of 


* It has been spelt Tamaahmaah, Tamaamaha and Tamahama ; and is generally 
progounced by sea captains Tam-ma-am-ma, with the accent on the first and third 


syllables ; and the vowels and consonants as in the two first syllables of the word 
tgmarind. 
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their arms and breasts with indelible ink, in large Roman letters: 
OUR GREAT AND Goop KING ‘TAMAAHMAAH DIED May 8, 1819. 
The age of the old king is supposed to have been about 70; the 
young king is about 23. His name is Reeo-reeo, and he has as- 
sumed that of his father. 

The preceding facts are stated as introductory to others of a 
much more interesting nature, and which seem to have a most 
auspicious bearing on the mission, which left our shores attended 
by so many prayers, and has been the object of so much aflec- 
tionate solicitude. 

Early in the month of November, the young king, (who had 
himself been inducted into the office of high-priest before his fa- 
ther’s death, with a view to preserve his political influence,) came 
to the resolution to destroy the whole system of idolatry. It is 
supposed that this was done with full deliberation, with the con- 
sent of all who had any voice in the government, and without any 
opposition from the people. With respect to these transactions, 
we have the most explicit statements from two eye witnesses, mas- 
ters of vessels, who have long been conversant with these islands, 
captain Blair, and captain Clark, both of Boston. When the re- 
solution was taken, orders were issued to set the buildings 
and inclosures, consecrated to idolatry, on fire; and while the 
flames were raging, the idols were thrown down, stripped of the 
cloth hung over them, and cast into the fire; and, what is still 
more marvellous, the whole tabeo system was destroyed the same 
day. ‘Thesacred buildings were, some of them, thirty feet square ; 
the sides were formed by posts 12 or 14 feet high, stuck into the 
ground, and the intervals filled with dry grass. The roofs were 
steep, and thatched with grass, in such a manner as to defend 
from rain. ‘The morais, or sacred inclosures, were formed by 
a sort of fence, and were places, where human sacrifices were for- 
merly practised. Be.ore these inclosures stood the idols, from 3 
to 14 feet high, the upper part being carved intoa hideous resem- 
blance of the human face. 

The taboo system was that, which was _ perpetually used to in- 
terdict certain kinds of food, the cuing of certain things on cer- 
tain days, &c. &c.; in short to forbid whatever the king wished 
notto be done. On some subjects the taboo was in constant ope- 
ration, and had been, very probably, for thousands of years. ft 
forbade women and men to eat together or to eat food cooked by the 
same fire. Certain kinds of food were utterly forbidden to the 
women; particularly pork and plantains, two very important arti- 
cles in those islands. At the new moon, full, and quarters, when 
the king was in the morai, performing the various mummeries of 
idolatry, it was forbidden to women to go on the water. 

Every breach of the taboo exposed the delinquent to the punish- 
ment of death. But so well was the system understood by the peo- 
ple, and so great was the dread of transgression, that the taboo laws 
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were very rigidly observed. We have said, that the taboo system 
has probably been in operation thousands of years. Our reasons 
for thinking so are these: the same system prevailed in the So- 
ciety Islands, at the distance of three thousand miles nearly, and 
in New Zealand, at the distance of five thousand miles ; while the 
New Zealanders have been so long separated from the Sandwich 
Islanders, that the languages of the two classes of people have be- 
come exceedingly different. The inhabitants of these remote is- 
lands probably never had any communication with each other till 
very recently, and now in European and American vessels only. 
But they must have descended from the same race of men, after 
the taboo system had been formed and was infull operation. This 
must have been long ago; but how long it would be useless to 
conjecture. 

Captains Blair and Ciark, left Owyhee about the 25th of No- 
vember, and carried down to Woahoo and Atooi the king’s orders 
to burn the monuments of idolatry there also. The order was 
promptly obeyed in bothislands. In Atooi the merais and all the 
consecrated buildings, with the idols, were on fire the first evening 
after the order arrived. 

The people of all these islands had heard what had been done 
at the Society Islands; and there is no doubt that Providence 
made use of this intelligence to prepare them for so wonderful a 
change. Capt. Blair informs us, that a native chief, named Tia- 
moko, called by Americans Governor Cox, has been for some time 
inclined to speak very contemptuously of the whole system of 
idolatry. He was the chief man in the island of Mowee. The 
chiefs and people in all the islands expressed a desire that mis- 
sionaries might arrive, and teach them to read and write, as the 
people of the Society Islands had been taught. ‘T'amoree, king 
of Atooi, and father of George, who went with the missionaries, 
was particularly desirous that teachers should arrive. He was 
very anxious to see his son, and has sent one of his subjects by a 
vessel now on her way from Canton to Boston, with an express 
order for George to return. He has also manifested a great wish 
to visit Pomare, at Otaheite, and see for himself the change that 
has taken place there. 

Both captain Blair and captain Clark, who have been acquaint- 
ed with these islands for more than 20 years, are confident, that 
the missionarics will be joyfully received by the natives; that now 
is the very time for their arrival; and that their services are pecu- 
liarly necessary to introduce the truth after the destruction of 

idolatry. 

[t is hoped that the missionaries arrived and were landed at 
least too months ago. What trials, or what encouragements, they 
have met with, we know not. To the care and direction of a mer- 


ciful Providence let them be commended daily by all the friends 
of missions, Panoplist. 
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UNITED STATES.—OSAGE MIiSsiuN 


Extract of a letter froma young lady, one of the Missivi, to Le 
Lockwoop, Esq. of Bridgeport, Conn. dated, on board the Mis- 
sion Boat, May 31 to June 9th, 1820. 


Betovep Uncte—Each letter which I have received from you, 
has brought me under renewed obligations of gratitude. In re- 
turn, what canI render? You do not rexpect me to return an ade- 
quate compensation. You will, however, expect me to relieve 
ihe anxiety of your mind, by communicating, as opportunity pre- 
sents, any thing that may be interesting. *T find myself agree- 
ably situated on board this floating habitation ; ; a member “of a 
family united in bonds of Christian affection, ¢ gliding gently down 
the beautiful Ohio: now enjoying the pleasant scenery of the 
banks and rising hills, covered with the verdure of the forest 
trees, gradually rising one above another in majestic beauty ; 
then a little low cottage or some noble farm house appears in 
view. 

When in Pittsburgh, we enjoyed Christian society and the 
olessings of the sanctuary. We left Pittsburgh on the 24th. 
We proceed about 50 miles a day. ‘The river ts in pretty good 
order to descend, considering the lateness of the season. We 
spent the last Lord’s day in “Marietta ; esteeming it a privilege, 
-hat so far from our homes, we may meet with the people of God, 
in a house consecrated to his service. Marietta is pleasantly 
situated on each side of the mouth of the Muskingum. The Rev. 
Mr. Robbins is a settled minister over the Presbyterian church. 
Christians there, are rejoicing in the prospects of a revival, or 
rather in the commencement of one. They numbered rising of 
20 that were under solemn impressions. The people here brought 
in of their worldly substance for the use of the mission. 

June 5th. My time, since this boat has been my _ habitation, 
has been much employed. Our family consists of 26 persons, 
including Mr. Vail’s four children. We havea pilotat the helm 
of each boat ; two employed as oarmen, who are to accompany 
us to the place of destination. A wheel-right, of the Baptist 
denomination, was providentially, as we trust, found at Marictta, 
who volunteers his services for the promotion of Christ’s cause. 

You will perhaps think that we cannot be very comfortable 
so many of us in so small apartments; but I can assure you we 
are very comfortable. We have each of us a place for lodging 
on the side of our apartment. We all sleep on matrasses quieily, 
sweetly, and generally rise refreshed. A bell was provMed in 
Pittsburgh, which is rung at four in the morning, for the family 
torise. It rings again at half past four for the family to assem- 
ble, when we hear a portion of scripture read, sing a hymn, and 
unite in prayer. After the close of these exercises, the boats are 

loosed from each other and from the shore. and we immediately 
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commence our daily voyage, borne by the gentle current towards 
the interesting place of our destination.—The boats come toge- 
ther at the ringing of the bell, for our meals. The motion is so 
gradual, that we can read, write, or work, without the least inter- 
ruption. 

June 9th. We spent the last Lord’s day pleasantly in Augusta, 
Ken. The Presbyterian minister of that place, Mr. Mac Caulley, 
appears to be a truly excellent and godly man. We arrived in 
Cincinnati on Monday the 5th. The brethren took in provi- 
sion, hired three more men to be dismissed at pleasure, or to ac- 
company us to Union, if their conduct be suitable. We were de- 
tained in Cincinnati, till yesterday about 11 A. M.—enjoyed 
the society of Christians while there. ‘They have two Presbyte- 
rian ministers settled there. The city is much larger than I ex- 
pected, and appears to be rapidly increasing. Christians think, 
and probably justiy, that vital piety does not increase as fast as 
population and science. They have a large brick building used 
as a Lancasterian school, grammar school, college and museum. 
Reflections peculiarly solemn occupied my mind on leaving this 
place. Christians here, as in other places, assembled on the banks 
of the river, to give us their parting blessing. A hymn was sung. 
President Slack prayed. The Rev. Mr. Wilson gave the family a 
solemn, interesting, and affectionate address. Judicious persons, 
who are interested in behalf of the mission, manifest an anxiety 
with respect to our health, going south this season of the year. 
As yet, we have been blessed with health. How long it will 
please God to continue it, I know not, nor do I desire to know. 
His will be done, and all will be well; sickness or death, life or 
health. Sweet will be the hour when we are released from these 
decaying tabernacles, and received into the arms of everlasting 
love, to extol, through eternity, the infinite richness of divine 
grace. 

Be not anxious about me, I am safe and in perfect health. Think 
not of me as a stranger in a strange land, but think of me as 
bountifully supplied by the kind hand of our heavenly Father, 
with every needed good, surrounded by a pious, attentive, aflec- 
tionate family. 


py 
UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Summary of the Fourth Annual Report, presented at the annual 
meeting, May 20, 1820. 
(Concluded from page 187.) 

‘From Brainerd our missionaries proceeded to Fort Deposit, 
where they were detained two days to hold a talk with six or 
eight of the most respectable chiefs, who intended going to the 
Arkansas inthe fall. Te talk addressed by them, to their friends 


on the Arkansas, was dated June 23d, 1819, and is as follows :— 
Vou. vil. 2D 
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“¢Friends and Brothers—We have had the pleasure to have 
Messrs. Chapman and Vinall, missionaries from New-York, 
with us for two days. They have come a great way. We ap- 
prove of their object. We wish our children to be educated, and 
we are much pleased to know that they, as well as the good men 
that have sent them to us, are thus disposed to do good to our 
children. We feel the want of those things which they will teach 
our children, and which we are sensible will prove beneficial to 
them. They come well recommended. They have recommenda- 
tions from the Department of War, and also from the Department 
of State, and from the honourable society which have sent them. 
We do, therefore, request all those chiefs who are now in the 
Arkansas country to receive these missionaries kindly, as our 
friends and brothers, and render them all the assistance in their 
power in establishing schools among the Cherokees, and in en- 
deavouring to establish schools among the neighbouring tribes. 
And let us manifest, said they, by our conduct, that the Cherokees 
are not behind any other red people in acknowledging the en- 
deavours of good white men, to raise our youth to equal privileges 
with those of any of the nations of the earth.? ‘This talk wag 
signed by the beloved man or king, and by twenty-three warri- 
ors. 

“Tn their journey from Fort Deposit, Tennessee, to Dardanalles, 
the missionaries suffered considerably from unwholesome water, 
want of provisions, and heavy rains. They observed, that there 
are no inhabitants, white or red, between Muscle Shoals and 
Chickasaw Bluffs, on the Mississippi, and very few animals. It 
is, therefore, so far from being a howling wilderness, that it ra- 
ther seemed, in their apprehension, to have the stillness of the house 
of death. After encountering the difficulties above named, and 
others which arose from the overflowing of the low grounds, 
through which they had to pass, and from crossing rivers, they 
arrived safely at the Arkansas on the 13th of July. 

“They immediately waited on the beloved man, who expressed 
great satisfaction from their visit, and promised, after conversing 


with some of his chiefs, to call a council. A few days after their 


arrival our missionaries were both seized with bilious fever, and 
confined by it for four weeks. ‘The time for holding the council 
having arrived before they were sufficiently recovered to transact 
their own business, they committed it to the United States agent, 
Mr. Lewis, who obtained for them the following talk :— 

““* We, the undersigned chiefs of the Cherokee nation, on the Ar- 
kansas, in behalf of ourselves and our nation, in general council 
assembled, this 3d day of August, 1819, having been applied to by 
our brothers, Epaphras Chapman and Job P. Vinall, missionaries, 
acting under the instructions of the United Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of New-York, for the purpose of establishing schools within 
our nation for the education of our children, and for the introduc- 
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tion of mechanics, for the use and benefit of our nation, and of the 
school; do hereby, with our entire approbation, consent to their 
wishes, provided they establish themselves within a few miles of 
our eastern boundary line. We are desirous of having as many, 
and such kinds of mechanics, as may be most for the benefit of 
the nation, especially wheel-wrights. 

“‘¢We wish it expressly understood, that if, after the mission- 
aries have establised themselves, their conduct be such as to 
meet our approbation, we will protect and love them for a lon 
time ; but provided their conduct generally, or any of them, shoul 
prove disagreeable to our nation, we reserve the right of having 
the whole of them, or any part of them, removed from our lands, 
by the authority of a general council. It is our wish that the 
mission should be established among us as soon as possible. In 
testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands, the day and 
date above written.’ 

“ The above talk was signed by sixteen chiefs, in the presence 
of several witnesses, attested by Major Lewis, as a true copy, the 
original being filed in his office. 

“ Between August 17th and September 1st, Mr. Vinall’s health 
being much improved, our missionaries accompanied Major Lew- 
is to the garrison, at the junction of the river Poteau with the Ar- 
kansas, to attend the council there to be held between the Che- 
rokees and the Osages. At that place they were kindly received, 
and were introduced to the Osage chiefs under the most advanta- 
yeous circumstances. ‘The object of their mission. having been 
explained, and the address of the society presented, they were 
much pleased, and made a reply, dated Fort Smith, September 
27th, 1819. 

‘** Alb of you Fathers,—I shake hands with you, and the Great 
Spirit is witness that it is with a good heart. In shaking hands 
with you, L embrace all my white brethren.? Having, after this 
introduction, expressed their thanks to their great father at Wash- 
ington for sending his white children to instruct them, signified 
their desire that their young men might be initiated in the me- 
chanic arts, their young women in domestic economy, and that 
all their young people might be taught to read and write, they 
concluded with saying, ‘] shall consider the house which our great 
father will build for the education of our children our home as we 
do this place. I wish our great father would send us the teach- 
ers as soon as he can, with their necessary equipments. I 
shook hands with our great father at Washington, and I still hold 
it fast. We must all have one tongue.’ 

* This speech was signed by nine chiefs. After the above talk 
the Bible was shown them, and they were told that it was the 
talk of the Great Spirit, and that he had put his word in 3 
book, that it might be kept, and communicated to every nation of 
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the human family. For want of an adequate interpreter, it was 
deemed imprudent, at that time, to offer any further instruction. 
Our missionaries continued together until about the first of Octo- 
ber. Mr. Vinall being at that time in very indifferent health, he 
thought it most prudent to descend the Mississippi, in a large deck- 
ed boat, and if his health should not be restored, to return home 
by the way of New-Orleans. 

“‘ As no information, to be relied on, has subsequently been re- 
ceived of our brother, it is believed from that fact, as well as from 
other concurring circumstances, that he has been called to enter 
into the joy of his Lord. 

After parting with Mr. Vinall, Mr. Chapman, accompanied by 
Captain Prior, went with the chiefs, their women and children, 
who were returning to the Osage country, to select the place for 
a missionary station in that tribe. We derived, said he, much 
advantage from their company. They were very kind and at- 
tentive, and for the most part supplied us with meat. We were 
detained about two days with them, in camp, waiting for the arri- 
val of those of their number, who, the year before had been takeu 
prisoners by the Cherokees. 

‘It was very interesting to hear them at the garrison, joining in 
a kind of sacred singing. Every morning, on the first appear- 
ance of light, we heard them on all sides around us, for a great 
distance from the camp, engaged in very earnest prayer to God, 
their Creator. ‘This they did, likewise, on all extraordinary oc- 
casions, as when they received any distinguished favour. They 
are very sincere, temperate, and considerate, and appear to re- 
gard the particular Providence of God with as much attention and 
reverence as any Christian people. 

““They are very desirous of adopting the dress and manner of 
living of the whites, and say, if good white people will come among 
them, and show them how to live like the whites, they may occupy 
as much land as they want. 

** During his continuance with that people, Mr. Chapman ex- 
plored the country, and selected a place for a missionary station 
-—-that station, ia allusion to the three denominations engaged 
in this missionary work, has, by e vote of the Board, been na- 
med Union. 

“It is situated about 25 miles from the junction of Grand Ri- 
ver with the Arkansas—one mile from the former river, about 
the same distance from the celebrated Saline of that country, 
and a day’s ride from the principal Osage village, on the Ver- 
digrease River, in latitude, by Melish’s map, 35, 30 north, and 
20, 20 of west longitude, from Washington. ‘The site for the 
missionary house is in the middle of a very rich prairie, and 
near a never failing spring of excellent water. The slope of the 
ground, immediately adjoining the spring, is as conducive to the 
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convenience and beauty of a building spot, as if it had been 
formed by art for that purpose. Limestone, and clay for brick, 
abound in that country. 

“On the 8th of October, accompanied by Mr. Slover, a good 
hunter and woodsman, Mr. Chapman set out on his way to the 
Missouri. Having no guide, nor path to depend on, they were 
obliged, through many difficulties and obstructions, to direct their 
course principally by the compass for about twelve days. On 
the seventh day from their departure, they passed through the 
villages of the Big Osages, and were, on two occasions, provi- 
dentially vapgieal with provisions by hunting parties of the 
Osage tribe. Parts of the country through which they passed 
were rich, pleasant, well timbered, and abounded with coal, im- 
bedded but a little below the surface of the earth; whilst other 
parts were broken and sterile. 

‘Having reached an American settlement, Mr. Chapman 
parted with his companion, and under the safeguard of a hea- 
venly Providence, arrived soon afier at St. Louis. 

‘“‘ During the continuance of Mr. Chapman at St. Louis, and 
in his return from that place to this city, he endeavoured to make 
arrangements to facilitate the future progress of a missionary 
family. 

“The Board of Managers having been informed, that the Ame- 
rican Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, had made a 
covenant with the Cherokees, previous to the arrival of our agents 
on the Arkansas, and had promised to form amongst them a mis- 
sionary establishment; it was resolved, that to avoid all colli- 
sion, and to maintain that good understanding which ought to 
exist between the two sister institutions, this Board will relin- 
i to the American Board, their contemplated station among 
the Cherokees, on condition of their fulfilling the engagements 
entered into by our agents. The American Board having sig- 
nified their compliance with this condition, it was resolved, to 
proceed forthwith to form a missionary establishment among the 
Osages.”’ 

The Report then states, that this Board have adopted the ne- 
cessary measures for availing themselves of the offers of the 
United States government, to give its aid in promoting the esta- 
blishment of schools for the education of the Indian nations which 
border on our settlements. ‘The Report proceeds— 

“The Board, in their general principles, have declared it to 
be their object to promote amongst the Indians not only the 
knowledge of Christianity, but also of the arts of civilized life. 
Beside the branches of learning taught in common schools, the 
boys will be instructed in agriculture and the mechanic arts— 
and the girls in spinning, weaving, sewing, knitting, and house- 
hold business. They have also resolved, that in every establish- 
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ment there shall be a superintendent, and an assistant, who shall 
be ministers of the gospel. A schoolmaster, a farmer, a black- 
smith, a carpenter, and such other mechanics as shall be found 
necessary, all of whom shall come under the general denomina- 
tion of Missionaries. ‘This number may be increased as occa- 
sion shall require, and at every station there shall be a physi- 
cian, by profession ; or a person acquainted with the practice of 
physic. 

* They determined also, that in no case should any be taken 
into this service who should not have a character well establish- 
ed for discretion and piety—and that the whole mission family 
should be governed by the same rules, and, excepting in cases of 
sickness, should eat at the same table. 

‘“* Having settled their preliminary business, the Board now 
proceeded to take measures for procuring a missionary family.” 

As the names of the persons who compose the mission, toge- 
ther with an account of the religious exercises preparatory to 
their departure for “* Union,” are given at page 24. of this vo- 
jume, we shall omit that part of the Report. 

‘Whilst the most pleasing prospects are thus opening upoa 
the aborigines of the west,’? we are happy to perceive, that “ the 
Board have not lost sight of the interests of their Redeemer in 
South America,” and our pleasure will be increased, when we 
see the way open for sending a mission to that quarter, and when 
the treasury of the soctety shall be supplied with the means of 
accomplishing so important an object. 

‘We believe that good things, and precious things, are yet in 
store for that country. 

‘Venezuela has opened the door of religious toleration; her 
example will, in all human probability, be soon followed by the 
neighbouring provinces ; and if so, South America will be evan- 
gelized. 

‘* When we now contemplate the various and arduous duties 
which this Board have in so short time been enabled to perform, 
the appearance and character of our missionary family, and the 
interest manifested by so many amongst us, of all ages and class- 
es, in missionary concerns—we have cause, indeed, to acknow- 
ledge the hand of Gop, as signally manifested to us, to our mis- 
sionaries, and especially to the poor perishing heathen, to whom 
they are now bending their steps. 

“In reviewing the events which have occurred amongst us 
during the past year, we are encouraged, we are thankful, and 
we are joyful. 

sad Blessed be the Lornp Gop, the Gop of Israel, who only 


doeth wondrous things, and blessed be his glorious name for 
ever, and let the whole earth be filled with his glery.—Amen, 
and Amen.’ ”’ 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY- 


Speeches delivered at the Fourth Anniversary. 


The following address, prepared by the President, was by his request, read by the 
Rev. John B. Romeyn, D. D. 


BRETHREN AND FeLtow-CiTIZENs, P 

Animated with the delightful prospect opened up to us by the promulgation of the 
' gospel over the habitable earth, we are encouraged, gratefully to acknowledge the 
| providence of God, for having once more brought us together on this joyful anniver- 
sary, to bless his holy name and rejoice in his superintending mercy. Our risen 
Saviour hath assured his disciples and followers, “ that all power was given to him in 
heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. He who believeth and is baptized shall be saved. As my Father 
hath sent me even so send[ you.” By whom was this dignified order given, with 
so great appearance of almighty power and sovereign authority ? It was no other 
than the King of Glory. The Lord of Hosts, He is the King of Glory. One who 
a few days before had stood arraigned at Pilate’s bar, was condemned as a male- 
factor, and had actually suffered the cruel and ignominious punishment of crucifixion 
as a transgressor, while God, angels, and men, testified his innocence and immaculate 
purity. ; 

The gospel has been termed by St. Paul, the wisdom of God in a mystery, even 
the hidden wisdom, which had been ordained by God before the foundation of the 
world. Now itis evident, that the mystery was to be revealed in the fulness of time ; 
yet it is certain, that neither the Jewish rulers nor the most learned doctors among 
the heathen, had any adequate knowledge of it; and it would have remained hidden 
to this day, (as indeed, it stil] is, to the greatest part of mankind,) had it not been 
for the promulgation of it by the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. This, then, is 
the great business we are engaged in, as their followers, on this day, by which we 
are found fellow-workers with Christ in the completion of this blessed plan, by 
spreading it through the world, even to the ends of the earth. Ifthe followers of our 
Lord, at the commencement of this great undertaking, stood in need of encourage- 
ment and support, in so disinterested and laborious a work of pure benevolence to 
the great family of mankind, 1 know not how we can better spend a small portion of 
: the time allotted to the present occasion, than in contemplating the nature of our 

engagements for promoting the glory of God and the eternal felicity of our fellow 
| men. _< 
If we would form a just idea of the great task that lies before us, let us take a 
retrospective view of the inhabitants of the earth at the first annuuciation of these 
, glad tidings of great joy to all nations. 
; Though boasting of their superior knowledge, and rejoicing in their great literary 
attainments ; yet the Apostle of the Gentiles informs us, (and he is our surest source 
of information,) when speaking of the heathen world, that, professing themselves to 
be wise, they became fools ; and changed the glory of the incorruptible God, into an 


image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creep- 
ing things. And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 
. gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient, 
p being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, full 


of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, 
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, discbedient to parents, without 


‘- understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmer- 

| ciful, 

Compare this degraded state of mankind with the blessed effects of the labours of 

n the apostles and followers of Christ—with the fruits of the Spirit, which, the same 
apostle assures us, are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance. These having been the fruits of this excellent system of 

3 gospel grace, in the small part of our world where it has been made known, and many 


glorious promises having been given to the followers of the Lamb, however unlikely 
to be verified, which refer decisively to the glory that should follow in the latter day, 


in which our lot is fallen, can we do better than to make them the subject of our daily 
y encouragement and constant support ? 
or i well know that there have been some persons (I would fain hope, without any 
" evil intentions, but rather from want of proper information,) who have attempted to 


discourage this work of universal love, by appealing to the great number of the sacred 
votume that have been already issued by the mavy Bible Societies throughout the 
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world. From hence they have denied the necessity of increased exertions to diffuse 
the word of life. 

If these charitable objectors would but inquire and know the necessities of our 
fellow men, by comparing their present numbers as now existing, who are thus 
favoured, as they suppose, with this invaluable treasure, with those who sit in darkness 
and dwell in the shadow of death, they would draw a very different conclusion. 

From the latest statistical tables it appears, that in Europe alone, the population 
amounts to somewhere about 180,000,000 of persons, scattered over about 3,000,000 
of square miles. In this calculation is comprehended all nominal Christians, amount- 
ing to about 140,000,000. The remaining 40,000,000 consist of Jews, Mahomedans, 
and Heathen. ‘Thousands among all these, including multitudes in our own country, 
are calling out, with an ardour equal to that of the man seen by the apostle in a vision, 
“come over into Macedonia and help us ;” while more than 2,000,000 of Indian 
natives throughout America, and nearly as many coloured people, who, notwithstand- 
ing all our endeavours made to christianize them, may be said, (with a few excep- 
tions,) to be still strangers to the plan of redemption from sin and death, to the en- 


joyment of eternal life threugh the gospel. 


This estimate is not te be depended upon as precisely accurate ; but sufficiently so for 
our present purpose, as it shows to demonstration that in the whole of christianized 
Europe and America, there is but one Bible extant to sixty inhabitants, and these 
daily wearing out and otherwise destroyed, the number not exceeding, probably, 
more than 3,000,000 of copies. 

But if we should extend our views to the whole world, consisting of about 
800,000,000 of souls, with not exceeding 5,000,000 of Bibles, it would afford not more 
than one Bible to 160 inhabitants. 

What can the sceptical objector (who knows the value of an immortal soul,) say to 
these solemn facts, while they daily see souls launching into an awful eternity? Is 
ihere any necessity to add a word more to convince every serious mind that our 
work and labour of love is not in vain in the Lord ; or to rouse and encourage you, 
iay fellow-labourers, in this important part of the Lord’s vineyard, to persevere in 
this good cause, with unwearied zeal and activity, under the encouraging promise 
that he himself is with us: yes, my brethren, even to the end of the world. And 
is it not a great privilege which we enjoy at this moment, to see this very promise so 
manifestly accomplished in part? Looking abroad among the nations of the old 
world, do we not see the Spirit of God diffusing the light of divine truth to the 
darkest regions of the globe? Do we not behold efforts, greater than have ever 
before been made, for conveying the glad tidings of salvation to the most ignorant and 
destitute of the human race? Are not the inhabitants of the southern islands of the sea 
¢asting their dumb idols to the moles and bats, and erecting temples for the worship 
of the only true God? Are not the descendants of faithful Abraham receiving, with 
delight, the evangelical records in their own native tongue, and studying them with 
zeal, to their great advantage ? And whence is it that so ardent a thirst should have 
been excited among the nations of the earth for the living waters of salvation ? 
Whence this anxious solicitude for the oracles of divine truth? Is it not demonstra- 
tive proof of the fulfilment of the promises of the gospel ? 

To promote the glory of God and the salvation of our fellow candidates for immor- 
tal life, and thus becoming actual labourers with Christ in the great harvest of his 
hingdom, ought to be the ardent wish of every true disciple of the cross. 

Let us, then, be far, not only from discouragement, but let us exceedingly rejoice 
in that success with which it has pleased a gracious Master, thus far, through good 
report and evil report, to succeed our feeble exertions, by the generous aid of our 
fellow-citizens and joint expectants of eternal life. ‘‘ Not unto us, not unto us, O 
Lord, but to thy great name be all the praise.” In reviewing the list of those 
worthies, who have so ably assisted, with unwearied diligence, in conducting the 
business of this society through the past years, while we unite in gratitude to God for 
their continued lives, and health in general, it cannot, it ought not, notwithstanding 
our other engagements, to escape our notice, that all who have heretofore been fellow- 
Jabourers with us, are not now present with us to partake of our joy. One is gone— 
has been called from his works of charity on earth, to his great Master’s presence in 
heaven. He was a man of exalted piety—of universal piety—amiable and concili- 
ating in his manners, and of inflexible integrity and great purity of heart. 

No wember of this society can hear the name of Joun Murray, Jun. without un- 
feigned respect for his memory, and deep regret for his loss. 

Nor is it his departure only we have to mourn. Another of the zealous friends of 
this institution ; he who presided in the convention that formed the invaluable Consti- 
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tution of this society, has also been called to his glorious reward. We shall never 
more, in this world, see the face, nor hear the voice, of the active and venerable 
Josnua M. Waxxack, Esq. 

These servants of the living God have finished their task, and are now, we trust, 
enjoving the unspeakable rich repast of everlasting love. It becomes us, therefore, 
to be humbly resigned to the divine will, and to say, with entire submission of spirit, 
‘‘ thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven.” Our Soverign Lord and Mas- 
ter hath called them to receive the plaudits of “ well done, good and faithful ser- 
vants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord,” to which, with holy confidence, we add 
our submissive—Amen. 


Summary of the Fourth Report of the American Bible Society. 


With feelings of unbounded gratitude to Almighty God, for 
his gracious blessing on their labours, the Managers of the Ame- 
rican Bipie Society ‘present to their constituents their Fourth 
Annual Report. 

During the past year, through Divine goodness, an extensive 
field for exertion has been opened, and means, if not entirely 
adequate, yet in no inconsiderable degree proportioned to occur- 
ring exigencies, have been supplied. 

When the Society consider how great have been the pecuniary 
embarrassments of our fellow-citizens ; what unusual difficulties 
have obstructed the transmission of moneys from the interior, 
and how much individual ability has been abridged by the pres- 
sure of the times, they will unite with the Managers in rejoicing, 
that the institution has maintained so firm a hold on the public 
affections, that it has so rapidly advanced towards its grand ob- 


ject, and that the liberality of our Christian brethren, of every 


denomination, has been so distinguished in their contribution to 
its funds. 

It is an encouraging circumstance, that the beneficial charac- 
ter of its operations has commended this society to the approba- 
tion of many, who once doubted the practicability and efficiency 
of an establishment on so enlarged a plan. The accession of 
new Auxiliaries, the warm expression of individual sentiment in 
its favour, the moderated views, and, in some instances, active 
co-operation of the few who were once enrolled in opposition to 
this united effort of Christian philanthropy and zeal, are all “ to- 
kens for good’’—auspicious omens of its final and complete suc- 
cess, 

The managers entertain a very confident persuasion, that as 
experience, the surest test of all attempts at usefulness, shall 
continue to furnish new evidences of the advantages of a con- 
federation of all the Bible Societies in the Union under one head, 
any remaining objections on the part of those who have not yet 
associated themselves with the National Institution, will be re- 
moved; and that there will be witnessed, in our free and happy 
country, an union of opinion, and concentration of effort, some- 
what resembling those which are now exhibited in support of the 
Vou. vil. 2E 
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grand trans-atlantic society, whose brilliant example first inspired. 
and still animates us to exertion. 

In the outset of the operations of the American Bible Society, 
many difficulties were unavoidably encountered. {t had to sur- 
mount, by the harmony of its deliberations, and the impartiality 
of its benefactions, the erroneous apprehensions of such, as ex- 
isting evidences had not already convinced, of the possibility of 
giving permanency and effect to the associated labours of Chris- 
tians of every name, in the circulation of that blessed book, which 
each accepts as the basis of its faith. It had to afford practical 
demonstration to such whom argument could not persuade, that 
a more salutary economy in the employment of means, and more 
vigorous and rapid advances toward the attainment of the end, 
would he the result of combined, rather than of desultory action. It 
had to subject itself, for a season, to the suspicion of halting in 
its grand design, by a limited gratuitous distribution of the sa- 
cred volume, until the liberality of auxiliaries and of individuals. 
had enabled its conductors to realize such an amount of money 
in its treasury, and such a supply of Bibles in its depository, as 
would place the permanency of the institution, and its capacity 
to accomplish the great object of its patrons, beyond a reasonable 
doubt. 

It affords the managers unspeakable gratification, and will 
unite the hearts of their fellow-members of the society in fervent 
thanksgiving to God, that, at the termination of their fourth year’s 
labours, they have occasion for no unpleasant retrospect; that 
Christian love and fellowship have grown with mutual inter- 
course, and that conciliation and harmony have uniformly gov- 
erncd their measures. They have found an ample requital of 
all their exertions, in those feelings of affection and attachment 
which the principle of our association, and its simple, but mag- 
nificent design, are so well calculated to foster and increase. 

In the estimation of the Managers, there are also furnished, in 
the past history of the National Institution, conclusive proofs, 
that the extensive range of territory, throughout which its mea- 
sures are to operate, forms a difficulty much more formidable in 
appearance than in fact. The facilities of communication, and 
the safety and economy of transportation, daily increase. The 
constant intercourse maintained between a great commercial me- 
tropolis, like New-York, with other ports, and with the interior 
of the country in every direction, supplies opportunities, at every 
season of the year, of conveying Bibles, with cheapness, security, 
and expedition, to the most distant places. And when to these 
propitious circumstances, is added the comparative difference of 
expense in conducting an establishment on a large and on a con- 
tracted scale, in the purchase of materials, the cost of labour, and 
the superior execution of the work, the Managers feel warranted 
in the belief, that Bibles issued from the general depository 0! 
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this society, can be afforded at a much lower rate, in proportion 
to their quality, than from any other source. 

There have been printed, at the Depository of the American 
Bible Society, during the past year, 47,000 Bibles, 16,250 Tes- 
taments. In the three first years, 76,820 Bibles, 24,000 Testa- 
ments; total, 100,820. ‘To these are to be added the following—~ 
Bibles printed from the stereotype plates at Lexington; Bibles, 
procured as stated in the Third Report, viz. Gaelic, German, 
Welsh and French; Gospel of St. John in Mohawk; and Epis- 
tles of St. John, in Delaware, also mentioned in the same Re- 
port, 6,450. Spanish Testaments, presented by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, as hereinafier mentioned, 500. German 
Bibles, presented by the same society, 500. French Bibles, 
presented by the New-York Bible Society, 200. Dutch Bibles, 
presented by the Nova Scotia Bible Society, 23; and Dutch 
Testaments, presented by the same, 9. Making a total of one 
HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND FIF- 
ty-Two Bibles and Testaments, or parts of the latter, printed 
from the stereotype plates of the American Bible Society, or on 
common type, or obtained for circulation since the commence- 
ment of its operations. 

Several other editions of Bibles and Testaments have been put 
to press, among which is an edition of two thousand French Bi- 
bles, from the stereotype plates belonging to the society. 

There have been issued from the Depository, from the 30th 
April, 1819, to the same period in the present year, 26,800 Bi- 
bles; 14,392 Testaments ; 259 Epistles of St. John, in. Dela. 
ware ; 62 Gospel of St. Jolin, in Mohawk. 

In the preceding years there were issued, 55,122 Bibles and 
Testaments, and 467 Epistles of John in Delaware ; making a 
total of NINETY-SEVEN THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED aNv TWO Bibles 
and Testaments, and parts of the latter, issued from the Depo- 
sitory of the National Bible Society from its establishment. 

Of the above Bibles, there were 281 German; 227 French; 
71 Gaelic ; and 1 Welsh. 

Of the above Testaments, 563 were Spanish. Of these, there 
were gratuitously sent to Valparaiso, 248; to New-Orleans, 
187; to Trinidad, 6; and to St. Croix, 50. 

The remaining 72 copies have been sent to societies, or dis- 
posed of to individuals. 

Part of the Spanish scriptures, printed by this society, and of 
‘hose presented by the British and Foreign Bible Society, have 
been sent to South America. Another grant of five hundred Spa- 
nish Testaments, is only awaiting a suitable opportunity to be 
‘ransmitted to the municipality of Buenos Ayres, for introduction 
into the primary schools of that place. ‘The latter grant has 
been made on the recommendation of an intelligent gentleman, 
whose residence for several years at Buenos Ayres qualified him 
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to judge of the probability of their proving an acceptable preseit 
and being well employed. Others have been sent in smaller 
quantities, to the other places in South America above mention. 
ed, by way of experiment; it beins judged expedie nt to withhold 
larger supplies until the practicability of introduci ing them safely 
should be ascertained. This precaution was suggested by infor- 
mation of the seizure and detention of Bibles and Testaments by 
the governments of South America, whither they had been sent 
without such previous inquiries. 

Under the hope of much future usefulness, in the distribution 
of the Spanish scriptures in that destitute country, an extensive 
correspondence has been opened for the purpose of discovering 
favourable avenues for their introduction, and the Managers are 
happy in already perceiving prospects that are favourable to the 
accomplishment of this desirable object. 

Great difficulties have been exper rienced in putting the Indian 
scriptures into circulation, particularly the Mohawk ; of which it 
will be seen, very few have been issued, and those chiefly by way 
of experiment. Correspondence, with a view to information on 
this subject, has been opened with every person from whom it 
seemed likely to be obtained, but hitherto with little success. 

Two hundred and fifty of the Epistles of St. John, in Delaware, 
and thirty of the Gospel of St. John, in Mohawk, have been de- 
livered to the Rev. Mr. Mortimer, for distribution among Indians 
of those nations, by the missionaries of the United Brethren ; 
and twenty-four copies of the latter, to the Rev. Mr. Crane, a 
missionary among the Tuscarora Indians, in the state of New- 
York, for distribution among the members of his congregation, 
and other Indians understanding that language. 

At present, it is to be lamented, that but few of the Indians can 
read. It is hoped, however, that the measures now in prosecu- 
tion by different religious societies, under the enlightened patron- 
age of the American government, for civilizing and evangelizing 
the Indian tribes, will open opportunities to make an use ful dis- 
position of these, and other scriptures, in the aboriginal langua- 
ges of our country. 

Correspondence has also been had with Louisiana and Nat- 
chez, and some places in and adjacent to the British pro- 
vinces, to facilitate the introduction of the French scriptures 
among those of their inhabitants that use that language. 

The Managers having been informed that a mission was about 
to proceed from Boston, to the Sandwich Islands, in the Pacific 
Ocean, under the direction of the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, accon npanied by several natives of 
the Island of Owyhee, who had been instructed in the Foreign 
Mission School at Coraw all, in the state of Connecticut, supplied 
that society with splendid Bibles, to be presented to Tamaah- 
maah, the late king of Owyhee, and Tamoree, king of Atoot. 
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They also furnished each of the natives of Owyhee, who accom- 
panied the mission, with a handsome copy of that blessed book, 
with whose value, there is reason to believe, they had become 
experimentally acquainted. The Managers at the same time, 
presented the respectable body above mentioned, with a dona- 
tion of 200 Bibles and 100 Testaments, to be distributed by their 
missionaries, among the Americans and Europeans resident at, 
and frequenting those islands, for purposes of trade, and among 
whom there is a scarcity of the holy scriptures. 

They have also, on the application of the Committee of that 
Board, made them a further grant of 200 Bibles and 200 ‘Testa- 
ments, for distribution by their missionaries in the Island of Cey- 
lon, in the East Indies. 

On an application made in behalf of the American Society for 
colonizing the free people of colour of the United States, the 
Managers were happy to aid the laudable designs of that bene 
volent institution, by a donation of eleven octavo Bibles, of a 
suitable description, for presentation to his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor of Sierra-Leone, and to the African kings, and chief men 
in the western part of Africa; and also one hundred common 
Bibles, one kundred and fifty Testaments, and several copies of 
the Spanish Testament and French Bible, for the use of the first 
body of American colonists, who sailed from the port of New. 
York in the month of February last. 

The Board having recently been informed that the Missionary 
and Bible Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Ame- 
rica, were about sending two missionaries to the Floridas, have 
placed at their disposal, for distribution in those provinces, 50 
French, and 50 English Bibles, and 209 Spanish, and 100 Eng- 
lish ‘Testaments. ° 

The Report next exhibits a statement of the more general work of gra- 
tuitous distribution in our own country. Our limits will not admit of its 
insertion entire, but we would remark, that the distribution appears to have 
been made with the greatest possible care and judgment, and with a very 
liberal hand. 


The total gratuitous grants made during the fourth year, (in- 
cluding those before particularly specified,) amount to 18,637 Bi- 
bles and Testaments, valued at $11,036 35. 

These donations, as far as they have been acknowledged, have 
been gratefully received, and proved a very timely aid to the 
societies to which they were sent. 

Opportunities not unfrequently occurring during the recess of 
the Board, for sending copies of the scriptures, in foreign lan- 
guages, to places out of the United States, which if not imme- 
diately embraced, wonld be lost, the Standing Committee have 
been authorised to sell or present such scriptures to individuals 
going abroad, for the purpose of distribution, as occasion may 
require. 














Orphan Asylum Society. 


There have been received into the treasury since the date of ihe 
last Report, the following sums, derived from the undermentioned 
sources :—Donations from Auxiliary Societies, $5,810 89; do- 
nations from Bible Societies not auxiliary, $186 44,; remittances 
from Auxiliary Societies, for Bibles, $15,387 8; remittances for 
Bibles, from Bible Societies not Auxiliary, $1,451 5; donations 
from Benevolent Societies, $5075 ; legacies, $140; contributions 
to constitute ministers Directors for Life, $270; contributions to 
constitute ministers Members for life, $2,741 24; contributions 
to constitute other individuals directors for life, $400; life sub- 
scriptions from other individuals, $570; annual contributions, 
$771; contributions by, or on account of, religious and charitable 
societies, to entitle them to the privileges of Members for life,. 
$30 ; donations from individuals, $177 50. 

(To be continued.) 


NEW-YORK ORPHAN ASYLUM SOCIETY. 
Summarytof the Annual Report for 1820. 
Mrs. Sarah Startin, No. 233 Broadway, Treasurer. 

It is by no means through designed neglect that we have so 
long delayed noticing the last Annual Report of the benevolent 
and respectable Managers of this pleasing and highly useful cha- 
vity ; nor because we are unwilling to lend our feeble assistance 
to aid the helpless orphan. During fourteen years, “ the hand 
of mercy, thus extended, has dried the tears of three hundr ed and 
sixty-seven fatherless and motherless children, upwards of two 
hundred of whom have been returned to the community, fitted to 
make useful members of society, with phe minds stored with the 
word of God, which is able toymake them wise unto salvation. 
During the past year, the conduct of the children has merited the 
approbation of their kind and affectionate guardians, and the 
‘‘ healthful appearance and smiling countenances” of one hun- 
dred and thirty-nine children, (the number now on the foundation) 
“evince that this is a work owned and blessed of the Lord.” 
We are much pleased to observe, that they have been “ storing 
their minds with scripture truth,”’ and that their employment has 
been appointed in the most judicious manner, especially that of 
the boys, who have “cultivated the ground, which has yielded 
all the summer, and a part of the winter, vegetables used in the 
family.” 

The receipts, during the year ending April, 1820, from vart- 
ous sources, amounted to $8,434 21, and left bills unpaid to the 
amount of about $2000; for the discharge of which, and the fu- 
ture support of the establishment, the Board appeal to their 
fellow-citizens in the following strain :— 

‘What heart does not throb with the delightful anticipation of 
being the instrument of feeding and clothing these lambs? What 
parent, surrounded by his smiling offspring, but feels his heart 
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Summary. 


melt for those whose fathers and mothers have forsaken them, 
but whom the Lord has taken up? What Christian, while view- 
ing these little ones, but seems to hear the voice of his Redeemer 
saying, ‘Inasmuch as ye have donc it to one of the least of these, 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.’ Is there a heart that 
has not experienced that it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive? Let ald eagerly press forward to cast their gifts into the 
treasury. ‘Freely ye have received, freely give.’ Blessed is 
that servant, who when his Lord cometh, he shall find so doing.” 

From a notice annexed to the Report, we make the fellowing 
extract :—* Since the Report was pr epared, and arrangements 
made for the annual meeting, it has pleased the Sovereign Dis- 
poser of events, to remove from the Board their beloved secre- 
tary, Miss Isasetua W. Ocpen. 

“ To an intellect strong, prompt, and persevering, were added a 
highly cultivated mind, a and a discrimin: iting judgment t, rarely to 
he found inone of her years ; and a he artreplete with piety towards 
God, and benevolence towards man. During six years that 
Miss Ogden filled the office of Secretary to this ‘Society, she per- 
formed its various duties cheerfully, conscientiously, judiciously. 
From being actively engaged in these duties, she was called to 
encounter the last enemy, Death: the summons was unexpected, 
but it did not find her voprepared. ‘She knew in whom she had 
believed, and was persuaded that He was able to keep that 
which she had committed unto Him against that day.’ 

“She immediately set her house in order—took leave of her 
relations and friends without a tear, and admonished them not to 
put off preparation for death to a dying hour. Like her Divine 
Master, she went about doing good, yet she lamented that she 
had done so little for the clory of God; obeying the precept, 

‘When ye have done all, say, We are unprofitable servants,’ ”? 


—_——— 


SUMMARY. 

Great Osages.—-We are happy to learn that the United Fo- 
reign n Missionary Society have determined on sending out ano- 
ther mission to the west. The Great Osages, who live on the 
Missouri River, have sent to our government, requesting that 
such an pet aie might be farni: hed for their n: ation, as has 
been sent to their brethret non the Arkansas. This request hav- 
ing been communicated by the government to the Board of the 
United Foreign Missionary Society, the Rev. Dr. Milledoler, 
was deputed to Washington, to hold a conference and make the 
necessary arrangements “with the head men of the tribe. This 
conference resulted in a covenant, which was concluded on the 
21st of last month, between the three principal chiefs (the chief, 
the counsellor, and the warrior,) of the Great Osages of the Mis- 
souri, on the one part, and the Rev. Dr, P. Mill edoler, Foreign 




























church on earth is sending up its united praver : 
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Secretary of the United Foreign Missionary Society, on the other 
part. 

Is there not in this an activity on the part of the heathen, in pro- 
curing the blessings of the gospel, to which ancient prophecy points 
in such words as these ?—-** The Gentiles shall come to thy light.” 
“ All they gatlier themselves together, they come to thee.’ 

The reader will find ae thrown upon these passages like- 
wise, in the account of the Sandwich Islands, published in this 
number. Indeed we anticipate with great assurance and delight 
a day near at hand, when the reporter of facts concerning the 
readiness of the heathen to receive the gospel, may say in the 
highest strain of prophecy ‘“‘ Who are those that fly as a cloud, 
and as doves to their windows ?”’ 


Ata meeting of the Synod of the Associate Reformed Church, 
in May last, the Rev. Dr. Prouprit, of Salem, (N. Y.) was ap- 
pointed an Assistant Professor of Theology in the Seminary con- 
nected with that Church. We understand he has accepted of the 
appointment. 

American Bible Society.—The Rev. James Mitnor, D. D. has 
been elected “ Secretary for Foreign Correspondence,’’ in place 
of the Rev. Dr. Mason, resigned ; and the Rev. Seran S. 
Woopnutt, of Brooklyn, has been elected « Secretary for Do- 
mestic Corre spondence,” i in place of the Rev. Dr. Milnor. Com- 
munications for the Secretary of Domestic Correspondence, 
should be addressed to him at New- York. 

Dedication.— The new Presbyterian Church at Tompkinsville, 
Staten Island, was dedicated to the worship and service of Al- 
mighty God, on Sunday, the 23d of last month. The congre- 
gation assembled on this interesting occasion was large and res- 
nectabl e. ‘The builing is very neat, and is commodiously situ- 
ated for the attendance of a large number of persons, on the 
preaching and ordinances of the gospel. 

The intelligence contained in the letter from Rangoon, which we publish in thir 
number, is deeply interesting. After long and patient labour amid severe trials, the 
missionaries behold a few of the Burmans submitting to the power of the gospel ;— 


the strongest encouragement to hope that this mighty empire, full of the habitations of 


cruelly, will soon become a subdued and obedient province of the Prince of Peace. 
In view of this encouragement to our hope, and of all those promises which should 
make “us hope even against hope,” we urge every reader, at the present crisis, to 
call upon the mighty God. 

Whilst our brethren are exerting their utmost efforts, and endangering their lives to 
make known the gospel, let us not fail to pray that they may be delivered from im- 
pending dangers, and be successful in their efforts to make the miserable Burmans 
ibe willing and the happy subjects of their Lord and King. And when can we better 
present our supplications on so interesting a subject than at the approaching monthly 
concert, which unites the hearts of our Israel in asking blessings for the heathen? 
When will the ear of the Lord God of Sahaoth he open, if not when the universal 
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